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Utilities,

The omisgion -from the
Public Service Commissions bill of any
mention of the telephone corporation has
caused remark. Perhapsit was recognized
. that there is no real public feeling adverse
to the telephone service; and it was felt
therefore that in the absence of a general
and deep seated clamor it would he just
as well to let it alone. The significance
of the fact that the telephone has not vet

Governor's

fncurred the wrath of the Supreme Ruler |

s doubtless important and has a bearing
of its own upon the immunity of the
industry.

As a matter of fact the public is fairly
well content with the teleplione service,
and has good reason to he so, Tt is in
the main of wonderful efficiency, and
that it is constantly growing cheaper is

but an indifferent argument in favor of

{ts confiscation. We hope it will not be
barassed; at least, not until it has ex-
tended and perfected its system.

In view of the agitation of the publie
mind on the subject of “overcapitaliza-
tion,” might not some “community of
interest” he wisely and profitably estab-
lished between the State and the ereature
of the State? Suppose that, ten or fifteen
years ago, the State [which comprehends
the municipality] had proposed to the
telephone interest in some siich discourse
as this: You hold a franchise to put vour
wires underground and elsewhere, and
to levy a certain arbitrary toll upon the
use of vour plant. Your franchise in its
nature is affected with an intimate public
interest, and thevefore the State cannot
afford to be indifferent to yvour expan-

!
1
{
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dial and sincere re by s of
genuine respect and sympathy the better
for the plan. v

The Hon. Erisu Roor has made him-

NP

| self the pioneer of our nmic'lblertmde.

We may safely look to him forla wise,
tactful and effective avoidance ‘pf every
obstgcle to its triumphant progress.
Everybody knows that we are no longer
hurling defiances and threats at Vene-
zuela in behalf of American rapacity and
spohation. 18 it likely that wa shall
resume a happily discarded riifoanism in
behalfl of Mr. SAMUEL WEIL?

The Channel of Graft.

The latest aspects of the harge canal
business are these:

1. The State authorities now proceed,
a5 is their duy, to advertise the sale of
another hatch of bonds of doubtful legal-
ity, which they have little hope of unload-
ing in any other quarter than upon one
of the State's own sinking funde.

2. There is a difference of opinion be-
tween the State Engineer and the State
Superintendent of Public Works as to
the nimber of millions which can be
shovelled into this bottomless ditch dur-
ing the coming season of active opera-
tions. Mr. SKENE thinks that $7,500,000
will be required. Mr. STRVENS, who is
well known as an expert in thefinancing
of canal enterprises, thinks that $5,000,000
is enough.

3. We begin to observe some exceed-

| ingly healthy indications of the formation

of a new sentiment, even in the cities
along the line of the canal, in favor of
calling a halt and taking an account of
the mischief.

It may promote Number 3 to glance
at the manner in which the totals of

; Number 2 are achieved. The details are

not yvet published, but there are entries
in the annual report of the Superintend-

“ent of Public Works which purport to

B ..

explain an entire expenditure of $2,603,117

on account of the barge canal up to Jan-

uary 1, 1907. Consider these items:

Amount paid by State Engineer and Sur
veyor for engineering

Amount expended by Advitory Beard of
Corsulting Fngineers for engineering

$1.080.243

ANd CEPENBER.. . ... .covirissninsonsnsers 100,004

Total for engineering .. ...ooovvuens 91,151,237
Amount pald to contractors hy Superin

tendent of Publie Works . $910.243

We have here engineering expendi-
tures and alleged actual contract work in

| the proportion of about elaven to nine!

sion and the relation of that expansion J

to the common welfare. The capital
nominally invelved in vour corporation
is $50,000.000. Now, suppose in the future
you increase that capital only by so much
as represents the actual cash outlay for
extensions and betterments, and then
when vou shall have earned and paid,
say, five per cent. on all said capitaliza-
tion vou divide all earnings in excess of
that five per cent. equally between your
corporation and the State?

Does not this imply a quality of Gov-
ernment ownership that is attractive to
both the State and its creature? Does it
not make the State a partner, with control
in essentials; while in no sense impair-
ing individual initiative or corporate
efficiency? Rationally presented ten or
fifteen years ago to the telephone in-

| from

To continue with another branch of the
industry:
Amount of damages allowed by Board of

Special Examiners and Appralsers . ... 8205 801
Amount expended by sald Board for sal
artes and expenses Ve cerinein AW

That is to say, adjustment of claims
for damages at a cost of about 35 per
cent. of the awards!

The Coming Colonial Conference In
London.

Although Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S proposal
that a preference should be given to
colonial products in the British markets
was supposed to be rejected definitely
at the laat general election, it is now cer-
tain that the project will be broached
again in the Colonial Conference that is
to be held in April. This is evident from
the instructions issued to the delegates
three important dependencies,

! namely, the Australian commonwealth,

_terest, would it not have been em- |

_braced, and would it not have inured
- wastly to the welfare of that interest and

g

| equally have advantaged the State?

Expansion in these things will go on
forever. Is it too late to try the ex-
periment of Government partnership in
public utilities as an alternative to Gov-

_ernment, ownership, which is repellant to
the better sense of all our people?

A Crisis in Buckram.
* Thereis reason to believethat the United

. States Government will not take up the

3

. ecomplaints of Mr. SAMUEL WEIL against
- the Nicaraguan Government with more
" enthusiasm than they actually deserve.
Under the wise and tranquil dispensa-
tion now existing in the State Depart-
. ment this country is no longer in danger
" of getting itsell embroiled abroad at
' the instance of any exploiter olaiming
 American citizenship who happens to
realize leas than his expectations,

In the particular case of Mr. SAMUEL

| WeIL we have everv disposition to be-

,,,Ilm that he has been operating in

Venezuela with tha purest and most
benevolent intentions. Nor do we ven-
ture to suggest that any temptation
whatsoever has diverted him for a mo-
ment or by so much as a hair's breadth.
The fact seems to be, however, that he
and the Nicaraguan authorities have
disagreed over a mattér of money —in
absolute good faith, no doubt -and as
the authorities in question have the
power to enforce their own view of the

3 matter the chances all seem to be that

Mr. Samren Wein will have to contain
himself a= best he may., Apparently
our Minister, Mr. MERrY, has made no
protest on Mr. WEiL's behalf. It fol-
lows, therefore, that the State Depart-
ment will hardly go over the head of its
diplomatic agent in Nicaragua to esponse
a purely private snheculation at the ex-
pense of a (riendly Government,
The incident came roaring in upon us
©with grisly rumors of Nicaraguan spolia-
tien of Mr Savmuees Wein, and lurid hints
of homicidal issues " not clashes between
Minister Mpynry and Presidont ZELAYA:
but it is going out tamely enough, we
hear, and according 1o all present ap-
pearances will zoon he smothered in the
noise of really sorious cvents,  Thetrath

is that the dav of the growl and

anriy

|

New Zealand and Cape Colony.

The three colonies which we have
named have decided to advocate the
formation of an Imperial Council for the
British Empire, an imperial system of
defence, and the adoption of the principle
of preferential trade on the part of the
mother country as well as of her daugh-
ter States. Cape Colonv, for instance,
will ask the conference to consider the
organization of a plan of imperial de-
fence by which the contributions of each
colony should be equitably fixed. It
also directs attention to the importance
of ascertaining the number of trained
men who can be relied upon in an emer-
gency for the defence of the empire.
The Australlan commonwealth and New
Zealand earnestly favor the formation
of an Imperial Council which shall meet
in regnlar conferences and during the
intervals be kept adequately informed
by means of a permanent intelligence
department,

It is evident, however, that the ques-
tion in which the three colonies are most
deeply interested is that of preferential
trade. The Australian commonwealth
declares it to be desirable that the United
Kingdom grant preferential treatment
to the products of the colonies, and Cape
Colony, while reaffirming its determina-
tion to give preference to British manu-
factures in its own market, points out
that the continuance of such preferen-
tial treatment will be largely dependent
on the concession of some reciprocal
privileges in Great Britain to British de-
pendencies. New Zealand considers it
essential to the maintenance of the pref-
erence now accorded by her to British
manufactures that the mother country
should at least grant a preference to such
colonial products as are taxed under
the existing fiscal system. Strange to
say, the Dominion of Canada, which is
the most populous, opulént and powerful
of Britain’s transmarine possessions, has
put forward no programme, but she will
have no fewer than five spokesmen in
the conference, her Prime Minister, Sir
WILFRID LAURIER, being accompanied
by four of his colleagues.

So far as preferential trade is con-
cerned it is not easy to sce what useful
outcome of the April conference can be
looked for, in view of the inflexible re-
solve of the Bannerman Government not
to tax food s*aples coming from the
United States and other foreign coun-
tries in order that a preference may be
given to similar colonial commodities by
admitting the latter duty free. Then,
again, although the Liberals, like the
['nionists, would welcome contributions
from the colonies to the imperial army
and navy, they will be quite as reluctant
to concede any but advisory powers
to an Imperial Council on which the

the overloaded uliimiutum is gone. And ' coloniea shonld be represented. A merely
& mighiy fovtinate con ammation! For | advisory council would be clathed with
U we really expect 1o make friends of | no substantial authority, and as for
the Spanish American republics in this | a pérmanent intelligence department,

hemizphere and incidentally to establish | the requisite information is now, or
mutually profitable commercial relations | might be, furnished by colonial com-

A
!

‘mhissioners - residing in London. That
was the function which for many years
before our Revolutionary War was dis-
charged by BENJAMIN FRANKLIN for
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts

It would not be surprising if the result
of the next conference should be to leave
the self-governing colonies even more
independent than they now are, instead of
knitting them more closely to the parent
State. The colonies ohject to appeals
from the decisions of their highest courts
to the judicial committees of the Privy
Council, and to the reservation of legis-
lation concerning certain subjects to the
Imperial Parliament, or at least for ex-
examination and approval by the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies. Then,
too, the Australian commonwealth and
New Zealand have decided views of their
own with reference to the extension of
British interesta in the Pacific, views
which by no means coincide at all times
with those of the British Foreign Office,
On all these points the Liberals are likely
to show themselves more indulgent than
were their Unionist predecessors,

The Clerical Soclologist,

Sociology includes everything in the
world. It is therefore a favorite elec-
tive study of amateurs. Itadapts itself
to every want. It can be made to fur-
nish much entertainment as well as edu-
cation. [In this town what may be called
the “seeing life” branch of eociology
is popular, especially among strangers.
There are also residents who are special
or regular students in that department.
Perhaps curiosity is the most usual in-
spiration of those who attend one course
or many coursea in this great university
of rociology. These thinkers slumit and
lobster it, so to speak, with the most
active professionals and “rounders.”
Their industry and zeal are admitted,
They acquire more or less experience,
at more or lesa expense. They “find
out for themselves what is going on.”
Many of them develop views and regard
themselves as experts.

We have no intermeddling fury about
the matter. We would not spoil sport
or lop the peculiar system of culture to
which many sociologists devote them-
selves; sometimes with an affecting in-
nocence, To be sure, vice will some-
times steal the clothes of virtue; and
in crafty hands sociology may cover a
multitude of sins. The “respectable”
man, caught by some caprice of fate or
the police, in places where “respecta-
bility” is not supposed to house, can
always plead his sociological vearnings
and go free. Indeed, a certain superi-
ority and smanctity attaches to him.
Henceforth he is a4 good man who has
looked composedly upon evil and knows
how the world is made.

Still, is it old fashioned and narrow
to believe that clergvmeén should keep

away from sociological investigations |

which amount to nothing more than per-
sonal knowledge and inspection of vice?
If they are called among the vicious, if
they choose to live among them for
purposes of religion and charity, they
are to be praised. But this amateur
sluymming, this doubtful association with
notorious vice, tends to breed suspicion
among both thedissolute and the cynical,
and serves no useful or ameliorating pur-
pose. Clergymen should renounce PARK-
HURST and all his ways and works,

Abandoning the Antipodes.

It has been announced in San Fran-
cigco that the Oceanic Steamship Com-
pany is to relinquish its service between
San Francisco and Sydney, N. 5. W, by
way of Honolulu, Pagopago and Auck-
land. The news despatches credit the
SPRECKFLSES with assigning as the reason
for this withdrawal the failure of the
ship subsidy legislation. It was, how-
ever, but a week or 8o ago that our cable
advices from New Zealand announced
that the Government of the colony had
decided to withdraw their mail contract
from the Oceanic line because of the
irregularities of the service,

The trade route between the Pacific
Coast and Australia has always been a
creature of mail contract or other form
of subsidy. So far as it deals with the
transport of freight it is the carriage of
coals to Newcastle. In the colonies the
products worthy of export are fruit and
wine, wheat and wool, beef and gold;
(California sells to the world gold, beef,
wool, wheat, wine and fruit. Secant
chance there for interchange of com-
modities. Of all these articles gold is
the only one which Australia has sent to
America, and the steady flow of Sydney
sovereigna to the San Francisco Sub-
Treasury has been an interesting phase
of the world encireling sweep of fiscal
exchanges.

This line to the antipodes had its begin-
ning in the boom period just following
the civil war. It reached to the Sonth-
ern Cross in much the same spirit that
Steinberger gobbled Samoa. The Pacific
Mail was first in the field with a line from
Svdnev to San Francisco by wav of Fiji
and Honolulu. Tt was a picturesque
voyage in southern seas past the tower-
ing heights of New Caledonia, then the
distant loom of the Fijian sentine! out-
post, Mount Buketatanoa, and the rattle
of the anchor in the charming harbor of
Galoa on the island of Kadavu, then a
day of threading the countless islands
of eastern Fiji, and almost every day
some new archipelago coming into view.
There was a mail contract then, and
there was keen competition for the tour-
ist traffic, for the Pacific Mail could land
the returning colonial sooner in London
by dayvs than the Peninsular and Oriental,
Along about 1880 New Zealand offered a
mail contract and the line was altered to
take in Auckland, with a stopping of the
engines off Pagopago for the transfer of
passengers and mail to Samoa.

In the course of time the SPRECKELSFES,
then the dominating financial interast in
Hawaii, fell out with the Pacific Mail and
started an island line of their own. With
the Honolulu trade cut off from them,
the Pacitic Mail had to effect a composi-
tion, as a result of which the SPRECK-
ELSES tnok over the line to the antipodes,
For many years they conducted amonth-
ly service with small and slow boats,
and hefore long it became necessary 1o

|
|
i

admit the Union Steamship Company of |

New Zealand to one-third interest in the
lipe, that is to say, one boat of every

B i a8 B % - s ' R
three flew the burgee of the New Zea-
land company, and this steamer was
invariably better than the American
Alameda and Mariposa.

1t became necessary to meet this com-
petition within the line itself, and the
Oceanic company built three high pow-
ered and able vessels, the Ventura, Sierra
and Sonoma. Just about this time the
annexation of Tutuila and Hawaii inter-
vened to make the competition of the
New Zealand boats impracticable under
the coastwise shipping provisions of the
navigation laws. With the new boats
the Oceanic company began some six
yvears ago a service of thirteen sailings
in the year, a vessel leaving every third
week. Now comes the end. The Oceanic
company lays the blame on Congress;
New Zealand lays the blame on the short-
comings of the steamship company.

After forty years the American flag is
hauled down on a trade route of its own
dircovery, and this is done at a time when
direct competition has become impos-
sible. The Canadian Pacific has long
paralleled the route by its line between
Victoria and Sydney by way of Hono-
lulu and Fiji, and American trade and !
travel seeking to follow the old line must
now be diverted to British bottoms and
through British ports.

Generalizing in Phllanthropy.

Mrs. SAGE'S generous and compre-
hensive philanthropic enterprise, which
was announced yesterday, illustrates
the present tendency among donors of
large sums for social welfare work to
leave the administration of their bene-
factiona to the judgment of others, un-
hampered by narrow restrictions. The
scope of the Sage Foundation is broad
enough to include everything that a
sociologist may find interesting or think
important, “To investigate and study
the causes of adverse social conditions,
including ignorance, poverty and vice,”
offers for the trustees a field of activity
that the most enthusiastic will not ealled

cramped or small.

The motive inspiring such donations ;
is the belief or hope that somewhere in |
the social organization there is a correct- i
able fault, to which may be charged the |
failure of a certain proportion of each |
generation of human beings to win an
honest and decent livelihood. If such |
a fault exists, and can be discovered, ita
correction would follow as a matter of
course, however difficult the task. The
State would undertake the cure, not from
charitable motives but as a measure of
self-intereat and self-protection,

'+ has long been complained that many
benefactions, limited by the terms of
their deeds of gift to specific objects,
become in time useless or productive of
positive evils, This is a possibility that
Mrs. SAGE has foreseen and provided
egainst as well as mav be., Centuries
hence, if the Sage Foundation is still in
ex:stence, its managers will not be tied
down to any outgrown suhject of inquiry
or relief. They will be free to spend ,
their income as seems to them best, at- |
tacking new problems as thev present
themselves and searching for the causes

not dream.

The first board of trustees for the
administration of this remarkable
has been well choren,

gilt

Colone! BRYAN'S conservatism and can-
tion increase with the prospering vears,
Tueaday he told the American Roadmakers' |
Association in Pittsburg that “the common
people have never had a chance,” and re-
vealed the fact that “even the Government
discriminates against the farmer, for it
appropriates forty times as much for the
army and navy as it does for the Agricul-
tural Department.” The Colonel's mighty
intellect amazes and overwhelms all who
observe its operation and are hlessed by its
product, and his passion for understatement
is one of his most attractive characteristios,

It would be a tactical mistake for the
bold British suffragettes to try to storm the
House of Commons in trousers, as one of
them yproposes. No woman can look like a
martyr in trousers. Base minds are at work
to defeat the cause of Miss PANKHURST and
her sisters with ridicule. Let the army of
invasion once swagger around in the bifur- |
cated garment that betrays their sex to the
scoffer and the cause of woman suffrage
would be lost. It must be an enemy that
has proposed trousers,

May It please the Court, T have noticed that the
opposing counsel have engaged Ina great deal of
facetious repartee during the progress of this case
A murder trial Is a very serfous proceeding, and |
would suggest that the lawyers be Instructed 10
eilminate all witticlsms at cach other's cxpense
Address o/ @ Jurar to the Courl in g case in Jersey
City.

The name of the extraordinary man who
made this proteat was JouUN G. SNYDER,
If his advice were to be followed generally
Jury duty would not be 8o terrible an ordeal,
murder trials would be much shorter, the
ocounty would save money, and the defend-
ant would be just as well off,

Mr. MERRY then holsted the Ameriean flag on
the vessel, which proceeded to San José, Cosia
Riea, - New York Times.

We are informed by a trustworthy 0Old
Ralt that this vessel was surely the Wabble,
No other ship, he says, could fly so high.

Envelope of an Enterprising Attorney,

To TEr EDITOR OF THE SUN -Sir: Here s an
envelops | have been using as a “relurn stamped
envelope™ for ten years In order that | may not
be suspected of an attempt at gratultous self ad
vertising, you will kindly change the Indications

T TRt

! SOMEWHERE, (8. ¥,)
H P O."ROX a4,
: SMITHAON 8. AMITH,

: ATTORNEY,
CENTENNIAL BUILDING,

The 1dea occurred to me while riding In a posial
car and watching the postal clerks sort Jetters
I must be ahead of Mr. H. F. Warner and “Japan.”
1 endeavored tno have others adopt the idea, bt
they would not I have quite a stock on hane, so
1 now Nnd myself In fashton with these envelopes

SMITHRON S, Smru

SoMrwHERE, N. Y, March 12

Dowa With the Paets! t
TorYRE LOITOROPTRAE SUN - Sfre Has "W, p ¢ »
been “unp against” the arilstic temperament, or is
he hut taking 1nto his bosom the sorrows of others®
Why should the doel he revered above the e
sage malker® “Tis & vasty guestion. Waould thers
were more "W, R, 087 1o take "up the cudgely of
rewaliation for the Ineffable chromo agent and the +
simple minded sender of bonds' The iniamous |
dallying of poets with the weak!ing nerves of the
grubbing underworld should be crushed doan to
the Isst murmur! THRER iany,
FITTSPIELD, Mays |

March 12

Irresistible Indacement,
Knlcker -Dors sour wife listen 1o reagon®
Bocker -1 think she would If (i was on & party line,

! years ahead of its heing built.

|
of public maladies of which this age does i
|
|
[

i look like canals.
| have been seen in the moon.

| head
| are not

Interesting Indications of & Turn in the
Tide of Sentiment Abou! the Swindle.
From the Binghamton Press.

The taxpayvers of the anti-canal counties
will view the troubles of the canal boomers
with amusement. We wore unable to pre-
vent the big scheme from sliding through
the constitutional mill, but it is comfort-
ing to find that before the State has spent
much of the proposed $101,000,000 fund it
has been necessary for the canal men to
take breath and seek for ways of escaping
from the unpleasant situation in which they
ﬂnd‘themoalvos.

Before a single barge goes through the
proposed ditch the whole system will be
antiquated. Already it has been found
necessary to increase the length and depth
of the locks in the endeavor to make the
proposed improvement keep pace with
future demands. But expert traffic men
are of the opinion that the barges which
are depended upon to carry freight through
the proposed canal will not be operated at a
profit when the work is completed.

Every delay and obstacle with which
the canal boomers have to contend increases
the probability that the extravagant scheme
eventually will be sidetracked or converted
into something which will give the great
West an adejuate all American water route
to the sea,

From the Rochester Union and Advertiaer,

The situation thus presented is highly
interesting. If it should result in a delay
long enough to create a popular demand
for abandonment of the whole stupendous
enterprise of loot and graft upon which
the State has entered, the taxpayers would
be saved from a mighty burden, which they
will otherwisa be doomed to carry for many
years to comne.

From the Rochester Poal-Exrpreas,
There is only one honest thing to do. If
it be ascertained on trial that the financial
institutions will not buy the 3 per cent,
bonds at par the Legislature should submit
to the people the question as to whether

| barge canal bonds shall be issued at a higher

rate. Any circumlocution, any trickery,
any effort on the part of the Legislature to
accomplish indirectly what cannot be ac-
complished directly, would be unfair to the
people and illegal if not positively dishon-
ast, and the illegality would so taint the
bonds that they would not be salable at
any price,

From the Utica Daily Presa

When they wanted to run the barge canal
across this Stats some scientific gentleman
argued that surely the earth should not be
behind Mars in the matter of such enter-
prises. If a little red hot planet like Mars
close to the sun could have canals, surely a
salubrious and comfortable climate like this
should not be without them.

Now comes Prof. Pickering of Harvard
and he rather upsets that canal theory, but
as a practical argument here it is of less
account than formerly, because the barge
canal has been voted, which is a good many
Prof. Pick-
ering has been exploring the volcanoes of
Hawaii. There he found that exceedingly
rich vegetation had grown up along the
eracks and crevices of the voleanic surfaces.
Looked at from a distance these mammoth
cracks, lined by luxurious foliage, would
Outlines of the same sort
Prof. Picker-
ing argues that instead of being canals on
Mars, the lines are only those indicating
cracks in voleanic surfaces, and that after
all there is no earthly evidence that the
Martians are skilled as eivil engineers and
surveyors, and that really what they did is
no reason under the sun why New York
should have voted to have a barge canal.

From the Rochester Post-K:prean

We are informed that a bill is to be in.
troduced proposing that the rate of inter-
est on canal bonds shall be fixed by the
Governor, the Comptroller and the chair-
men of the finance committess of the two
houses, or by some of them, and that this
bill will be submitted to the people for their
action at the November election.

The advocates of the barge canal who
made a strenuous campaign in 1903 and
carried their project by the votes of the
cities of Buffalo and New York will dread
to have the question submitted again, for
there has been a remarkable change in
public sentiment, but there is no other way
out that will stand the test of judicial seru-
tiny. Financiers will not take the 3 per
cent. bonds at par, the State officials cannot
sell them below par, and any indireet method
of increasing the interest rate would so taint
the bonds that nobody would buy them,

From the ["ticra Observer.

And now we have the barge canal on our
hands, involving a greater expenditure
than ever before in the history of the State.
The work goes slowly. Opinions differ as
to the importance with which the publie
may regard it. But surely we have the old
ecanal question very much on our hands.

From the Springfield Republican,
Cloge money and the poor market for

bonds have put a block in the way of en- |

larging the Erie (Canal, for which New York

State has voted at an estimated expense |

of over $100,000 000, Popular enthusiasm
regarding that project never did appear to
be very great, and is distinctly wanting in
the present juncture.

The Demand for Orientals as Honsehold
Servants,

To THE FDITOR OF TRE SUN- Sir' The letter of
Mr. Willey In Ta¥ SoN of March 12 on the “Japa
nese in California”™ hits the nall squarely on the
Patrick and Bridget know that thelr places

sefe overnight If we can get competent,
aulet and respectful servants, and so the Legisia
ture Is cailed on to keen them intrenched

Lhave long since discharged Patrick and Bridgst
and enjoy a domestie peace Known only to the few
that employ other help, The whole country peeds,
And can use, a million or more of the excellent Japa
nese and Chinese houschold servants, and our
patlent and long sulfering housewives are anx
tously walting for them NURURBANITE,

GLex Iinae, N, 0, March 12,
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Kl Paso Speaks,
Fram the Denver Republican

The manager of the San Carlo Opera compan:
almost caused a viot when he cut A seene out of

fhe Barber of Seville,” at £l Paso, ‘T'ex Press
dexpaic!
We may be shy of boiled salrts here In Texas
And of hats that have o get a dally shine
Byt we're up o« nomuste down here stranger,
Clear from “Lohengrin' rfgnt down 1o \ald
Lang Syne
The tetr mollfs don't trouble ns in agner
' We ean (il "em with one hand behind our back:
And thore ean’t no four fush Impresarto
Fry w throw us off the aoneratle 1rack

We can piek a bum note, blindfold. in
man.
ind W know just when a dissopance |s sprung,
We can witstle “Parstial” with ariations
We can sing. or dance, " The Gttierddmmerung .

he Initeh

S50 when some op'ry MANARS T gris chealy
And glves it 1o us In our sev'ral necks,

We make him rue the day he ever tampered
With tals music lovin’ burg - £l Paso, Tes.

/

0 Ay SE———
Newton Sat Coentinueusly for 29 Years and
Keteham 83 Years In AN,

To rae Epitor or Tae Sux—Sir: Up to
the time when the Hon. John H. Ketcham
eatablished the record it had been accepted
without question that the Hon. William S.
Holman of Indiana held the record for length
of service in the national House of Represent-
atives,

“A.d. H." in a letter to Tue Sty has made
the interesting discovery that TThomas New-
ton of Norfolk, Va., in the last century sat
continuously in the House for twantr-nine
vears and five days. Moreover, that after an
interval of about one year he served again
for two years more, or thirty-one years and
five days in all, beating the Holman record
by more than a year. Mr. Newton's long rec-
ord, however, does not displace Lhose of
Measrs. Ketcham and Cannon for firat and
second place among records for total years
of service,

All unsung, the almost forgotten and neg-
lected Newton held the House long servioce
record for nearly eighty years. He was not
displaced until 1905, when Mr. Ketcham took
his record from him, Suoch is fame. Mr.
Newton entered Congress in 1801 and left it
in 1833, )

Upon the occasion of the House sulogies
upon Mr. Holman, the supposition that he
was the member of longest service was in
good faith alluded to by several of his sur-
viving colleagues as his most distinctive
honor.

Another interesting fact is disclosad by the
Newton record. He held and still holds the
record for continuonus House service, an honor
long conceded to the late Hon. William D.
Kelley. The latter served twenty-eight vears
and ten months, Mr. Newton twenty-nine
years and five davs, continuously. The four
record holders for continuous service, there-
fore, in their order are as follows:

Thomas Newton, Virginia, 20 years and § days.

Willlam D. Kelley, Pennsylvania, 28 years and
10 months.

Henry H. Bingham, Penn.ylvania, 28 years.

Samuel J. Randall, Pennsylvania, 27 years.

1t he lives, Gen. Bingham, who is still a
member of the House, will pass the Newton
record, inasmuch as he has less than one
year to serve to do it.

Taking up Newton's name In its proper
place, the record of tenure of those who have
served more than twenty years in the House
is as foilows:

Years

Name and Stote. Age. Service.
John H. Ketcham, New York..... R A
Joseph G. Cannon, iilinols A | 22
Thomas Newton, Virginia iL] M
Willlam S. Holman. Indlana R ) 0
Whllam D. Kelley, Penosyivania ..., 7 29
Charles O'Neill, Pennsylvania 72 ]
Henry H. Bingham, Pennsylvania An k)
Samuel J. Randall, Pennsylvania A2 N
Aifred C. Harmer, Penosyivania. ... .. ™ 27
Samue! §. Cox, Ohlo-New York ..... Lo b
John Reed, Massachusetts . ... ... ) 2
Oharles ¥, Mercer, Virginia . y LA 4
Nathante! Macon, North Carolina ... 8 .7
Richard P. Bland, Missour! LY] “
Robert R. Hitt, lilinois ... ..., .. . 72 =4
John Randolph, Virginia 5 m - |
Al der H. Stephens, Georgla 72 o8
Sereno E. Payne, New York adq 2
Willlam Findley, Pennsylvania .82 2
Joshua R. Glddings, Oblo L) 2
Thomas B. Reed, Maine a0 2

There are fourteen others who have made
a record of twenty vears each. In the above
list there are only three men who still hold
seats in the House: Messrs. Cannon, Bingham
and Payvne. LesvLie J. PerRY,

WasunineToN, D, C., March 12,

The Head of the General Stafl.

To TRR EpIToR oF TRR SOX—Sir: In TaAm Sox
of March 9 1t Is sald: “The ranking officer of the
army Is ex officio head of the General Staft.” This
isan errorof fact. The present head of the General
Staft s Major-General J. Fraoklin Bell. There
are several general officers higher In rank, namely:
Generals McArthur, Wade, Wood, Alnsworth (the
Adjutant -General), Weston, Grant and Greely.

WxaT POINT, March 9.  Fowarp A. HOLDEN.

The phrase “ex officio” was inadvertently
emploved. It is quite true that the President
has the power to set aside the officer of high-
est rank and promote to Chief of the General
Staff any one not below the grade of Brigadier-
General. It was, however, the commonly
accepted understanding In the first place that
the distinction would go with precedence In
the line, and this arrangement commended
itself so strongly to the service that the pos-
sibility of its repudiation was soon lost sight
of. As a matter of fact this system of pro-
motion was pursued until Geueral J. Franklin
Bell appeared upon the scene. Young,
Chaffee and Bates became Chief of the General
Staff in the order of their respective rank,
and it is no wonder that not only the publie,
but the army officers themselves, should
have fallen into the assumption that the
original idea was the correct one. We know
better now, thanks to the reminder from
Professor Holden, but army men and private
citizens wiil continue to belleve that the old
method was best and that it should have been
perpetnated.

Henry VIIL.'s Saturday Wash,

. From the Lancet.

The origin of Saturday night tubblag seems to
be lost In the mists of antiquity. According to
Mr. Sidoey Young, who dellvered & most erudite
and amusing discourse at Barbers' Hall on the
“Relations Anclently Fxisting Between Barbers
and Surgeons,” It was the cusiom of no less a
person than King Henry VIl to perform partial
ablutlons on occasional Saturday evenings. The
“King's barber,” one John Pen, Penn, or Penne, an
ancestor of the famous Quaker of that name, was
expected to be present at these august ceremonles,
when the Defender of the Falth was pleased “to
cleanse his head, legs or feet.” The regulation
requiring the barber's attendance was a standing
order, dating apparently from the reign of Edward
IV. 1t Is preserved In the “Iiber Niger Domus
Regls,” and Its wording seems to Imply that the
solemn washings were partial and speclal rather
than thorough, and that the King's majesty often
did without them.

The royal barber, who was also a groom of
the privy chamber and one of the ffteen persons
allowed 10 enter It, was also required to shave the
King dally, “having In readiness his waler ibasons,
knives, comba. scissours and such ather stuffe as to
bls roome doth appertaine for trimming and dress
Ing of the RKing's head and beard." He was further
required to “1ake a special regard to the pure and
clean keeping of his own person and apparel, using
himself always honestly In his conversa'lon without
resorting to the company of vile persons.” and so
on. Thus we bave the beginningsof asepals. When
he was shaving the King a knight of the chamber
or squire of the body, or both, were required tobe
present In order to prevent foul play. The por.
irall of Pen figures prominently 1n Holbein's fa
mous picture of Henry VII). dellvering 4 charter
10 Ihe barbers and surgeons on the occasion of thelr
union in one body.

The Birds' Stlent Call to Arms,

To THR EDITOR oF THR SUN -Sir; In Central
Park s a large rock, covered with trees, betwsen
the duck pond and the cottage. In the top of one
of these Is the reamains of a rather large nest In
which several sparrows had siarted nest buliding
last Sunday. as sparrows bulld logether. While |
was standing on the walk watehing them a squirrel
started up the tree, which Is bare *xeepling for
the top well flled with small branches. The
squirrel went up lively to within four or fAve feet
of the sparrows, where he stopped for a few seconds
looking up. Then In two or three jumps he was
up and In the midd!e of the old nest

The three or four bullders seemed 10 be taken
by surprise and came (umbling out, bwt they stuck
10 the nearest branches. 1 couldnot Bear a sound.
but in about ane minute two sparrows came In a
straight line frem a near point. Then a few more
eame from another direction, (Il within less than
fwo minutes the 1op of the tree was black with
sparrows. Not a sound was to be heerd, nor was
any hasty moiion to ba seen; but after a seeming
conlerence three or fous of the birds “opped aver
on the edge of the nest and Mr. Squirrel suddenly
made a clean 'ump out 10 & branch and started for
the ground as If he had Important bislness there,
followed by a 1aw of (he birds tlll he was out of
sigiat. ‘T'hen they went back to the top of the tree.
\lter & few minutes more the birds began (o leave
by ones and twos ar they had come. But how did
they all get the call tor help® Fimer Avenry,

NEW YORK, Mareh 13

Hopeless.
First Street Cleaner -1t must be a job 1o dig the
Panama Canal.
Secon Street Cleaner ~Yes; |t doesn'1 do any good
o wait for 1t to mels, A

The Inactien of Congress and the Feeling
of the Natives.

To TRe Epitor or TAR Bow—B8ir: The
Fifty-ninth Congress passed into history
without lifting a single flnger in Porto Rico's
favor. After President Roosevelt's apeoisl
message recommending the bestowal of
American citizenship upon the islanders g
deadly silence followed his timely advices.

Many interestéd and disinterested onlosyk.
ors attributed the unwillingness of Congress
to confer upon the Porto Ricans a4 clear ang
vomprehensive international status and the
political reforms demanded by them 1n the
economic prosperity of their fertila country.
They point out that if it is true that at the
outset of the pianiing of the Stars and Stripey
in Porto Rico thére was much auffering an
account of the sudden change and the famong
tropical cyclone which devastated momes of
the agricultural districts, it is equally certyin
that with the advent of free trade with the
United States in less than six years sugar,
tobacco and other staples are readily ang
profitably sold, and many infant industries
have angmented their output and increased
the quality and value of their production and
elaboration. To that real and encouraging
solvency of Porto Rico s laid all the blame ray
the unconcern of the last Congress on this
vital question. .

A friend of the writer, & Repressntative
in the last national legislative hody, on
being asked to give us a “lift" depicted thys
in a nutshell the atate of mind into which
his colleagues had fallen: “If Porto Rico e
wealthy and her industries flourishing, anr.
passing in her actual prosperit v any recordad
during the palmy days of the Hrnmnh régime
what more_do they want, the ungratef)
islanders? Is it not enough for them to knaw
that Old Gilory is waving over their publia
buildings?" : )

Not long ago the gist of a patriotio article
ublished in a native newspaner hy the Hon.,

Matienzo Cintron, late Speaker of the
insular House of Delegates, was cabled tn
the newspapers here. Though the reported
tranalation of the most salient part of the
article was exaggerated as to the real meaning
of some of the statements. neverthelesa tha
native leader volced the sentiments of hiy
countrymen when he said in part

When. with marks of respect, a person of high
breeding crosses the threshold of a houss In order 1y
mopera!r 10 the common welfare of its dwallars
the latter would ba adindred as confirmed “enobs?
If their refusal to allow that man to enier wers
couched In these or llie terms: “We hardly are

now In A positlon 1o allow You to pass, as ray
are not as yet entitivd to be the reciplent of such

an honor

Well and good to he told:  “Sefiores Porto Ricans,
there 1a no dpubt that vou Are all ver: axeeileny
fmlviduals. but we have won our American sft).
L zenship without vour assistancs. We are, then,
the owners of that elevating attrihute, and we do
not think ourselves bound to confer It upon the
first newromer, no matter |f he Is the most sxalted
personasre of the world.”

You, North Americans, canrefyse s the hestowal
of vour citizensiip. That Is within your sovereign
vight. Bur, finding ourselves by reason of your
refusal without any status In the world's affatrs,

ou cannot deny us the concession of independencs,
)f"bal is within our sovereign right. To hold us ia
subjueation without giving us a proper place in
the fold of the national family 's an a*tack againey
the Monroe Doctirines, 17 & million of South Amert.
cans can be attached withont consulting thely
will as to thelr proper status sald doctrine stands
transgressed.

Thercfore. if the American Congress persist In ity
refusal to confer upon us either the American
citizenship so often asked or the Independenca
which iust now would be of no advantage to ns
but which, however, once profferad we could nof
tn all decency refuse offhand, then our ~laim in
all honor and righteousness should pass into the
hands of the American Peﬂulr.

And in conclusion let usprocial; to *the whole
world this hard fact: Citizenship bereaved nf self.

vernment will be worthisss for us. 1t wovld he

abasing and a declaration to the world that Amert
can citizenship and servitude are compatible 1¢
such a thing could he possible, the hour wonld hava
then arrived to say to our country: “Porin Riea,
'nre'ur: vourself to conquer your !llberty with arms
o hand.”

New Yonx, March 18, D. Covrazo.

Industries of the Far East.

Stherian butter goes to Hamburg, s repacked
and sent to the Far Fast as & German production,
Russian sugar goes to Japan In an Austrian dis
guise, and Russian calleo is sold there under a Ger.
man wrapper, Those are some of the reasons why
the Russo-Japanese Caommercial Company has
been formed in Russia.

Shipbuliding in Japan employs 10000 men at
Nagasak!, 8000 at Kobe and 4000 at Osaka. Al
the Japanese yards arve full of orders.

At the end of 1005 Japan had 880 000 tonnage a
merchant steamers and 3536000 tonnage In mer.
chant salling vessels, & total of 1275000 tops, of
208,000 more tonnage than before the Russo - Japa-
nese war,

Japanese savings bank deposits on July 81, 008,
were 816 500,000 more than on December 31, 1908,
a great gain for only seven monthe.

The Bank of Japan has five (imes as much cash
on hand as its entire capital stonk.

Formosa Island (owned by Japan) now has 232
miles of rallway, earryving 1444 700 passengers and
350,000 tons of freight & year, with recelpts amount-
ing to $506.000 a year. Practically all of this has
been created sloce Japanese occupation in 1595,

“To-day.,” says Lord Redesdale of England,
“Japan's Anances rank with the best In the world,
When Japan made her appearance as a borrowsf
In London she had to pay the Oriental Bank !9
per cent. interest on a loan of $5,000,000." In many
features of material progress Japan has outsripped
her leachers. The old Japan is dead, but 1= apirit
of patriotism and chivalry surives ”

China’s trade with Japan has Inrceased 80 par
cent. In the last two years.

Many Chinese are becoming naturalized Japanese,
The Japanese Consuls In China are legally eme
powered to confer Japanese citizenship.

Many of the native Philippine woods will floay
and If handled by the expert raftsmen of the Pa-
cific Coast could be rafted 200 to 500 miles through
the quiet Inland seas to Manila. and possibly 1o
China, says the Far Eostern Reetew of Manlls
Hongkong and Shangha!.

india will eventually conirol the Oriental coal
markeis. At present Japan Is her only competi-
tor, but Japan's coal area I1s only 4.000 square miles,
with an annual output of 10,000,000 tons India's
present output Is not as much but her possibilities
88 A coal producer are far greater than Japan &
even Including the Fushun mines In Manchuria

Man'la s freely using reenforced concrete for ('8
new bulldings with marked success 1t 1s alsa
belng used for culvert plpes and other purposes

india 1s using much portiand cement In bhullding
for temples particularly. The Imports of cemend
in 1908 were of the value of $1,070.275, malinly from
the United States, Great Britain, Reiglum and
Germany.

Manila Is the principal lumbher market of the
Phillppines. says the Far Eastern Revfewr  Here are
located fAve of the most Important mills. curting
filmber sent from all parts of the fslands Thies
of the miils bave modern machinery. 7The com
bined sawing capacity of the five milis is 1/ A
feet a day. With proper tralning FMlipinos a'»
found to be apt In handling machinery, Theisiands
still Import Oregon pine and Californla redwood
freely. Several small mills are now opera'ing
through the 'slands and others are heing rrected,
In time the lumber Industry will be ... “mos '8
the Philipnines.

Chinese citles oblect &n strongly ta addiiiangl
openings being made In thelr walls that the new
rallways are compelled to hulld thetr siatians 1!
outside. Nelther rallways nor tralns enter
the cltfes,

Nankin, China. is to have an electric ligh! svatem
of the most modern kind, also A new wat rworks

Column after column of the newspapsrs In
Far Fast Is filled with news ahout rallwa: s Hui'4
ing, bullt and projected In China  The sam# I8
irue as 1o Japan and ihe Federated Mala: St
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“Man With the Twisted Lip” in Real Lif
From the | ondon Trihuie

A curlous paralie! In real life 1o 4
Holmes episode of “The Man With the Tl
1dp.” which attracted much attention a 3
years ago, was recalled at Pengr Pett !
when Ceclli Browne de Smith was sum
his wife on the ground the! he had des
and neglected to pay for her malptraa
1004, sald Mrs, de Smith's sollcitor, the 400
fved In Norwood with his wife and child ant «r
“1o the clty™ daily It was eventuni! <
by the polles that on arrival at Londe L Suf
would change his good rlothes for rags
tending 1o be paralyzed obtaln constderahis &
from the charitable under cover of saslling M
He was arrested and sentenced 10 !
hard labor for fraud

the
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Swiss Sulfrageites
From the Jonon | ribyne
Women of 21l classes In teneva have
assoclation to secure for themselves 197 <
In every depariment of public Hfe, and seneis
' the right to vote In Parllamentars rleciions
[ vice prestdert and the secretary of the geenls
| &7¢ members of the Chamber nf liepitl »
| several university professors hayve a
oMers.  Many publle men are ghving jre
1o the movement

prmed An
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Notice to Platocrats
From the "Tarrard 1Lampoon
If those aspiring souls who give m
PAY Architects 1o perpetuates 1h#r In‘am:
give the carporation cold cash 1a maks a=sdsq 7
provements they; would have speetal 1 mns 80§
in their honor on class day .
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